
Language, Cultural Influences and Intelligence
in Historical Gazetteers of the Great War

@muninn_project

Rob Warren1

1rhwarren@dal.ca
Post Doctoral Fellow

Big Data Institute
Dalhousie University, Canada

Digital Humanities Conference 2015

Warren Historical Gazetteers of the Great War 1/30



LODLAM
http://rdf.muninn-project.org/ww1/2b460

Reference URI
“Any data related to the Great War”

owl:sameAs’s It.
owl:differentFrom It.
skos:exactMatch It.
skos:closeMatch It.
skos:broadMatch It.
subClass it, etc...
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http://rdf.muninn-project.org/ww1/2b460


Problem definition

Figure: Circumstances of death of John Aaron
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http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-119.01-e.php?&q2=28&q3=2255&interval=50&sk=0&&PHPSESSID=rgi7t06a60or2jdheocn6v65f4


Figure: Vimy (Ridge) on Google
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Vimy Ridge

a

aFrom M001570, IWM
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Missing Soldiers

Figure: Jumping off position at Squares 36C.S.20.b (left) and
objective square 36C.S.22.a (right).
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http://rdf.muninn-project.org/TrenchCoordinates.html?q=36C.S.20.b
http://rdf.muninn-project.org/TrenchCoordinates.html?q=36C.S.22.a


Imperial Grid On Metric Map

a

a
http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/attachments/590_How%20to%20read%20read%

20a%20Trenchmap-rev5.pdf
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http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/attachments/590_How%20to%20read%20read%20a%20Trenchmap-rev5.pdf
http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/attachments/590_How%20to%20read%20read%20a%20Trenchmap-rev5.pdf


New Projections

a

a??????, IWM
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Calculating Origin
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Where does the Belgian grid start?
Supposed to start at the Uccle Observatory in Brussels,
which moved.
50�2500.0006”, 4�22012.6978” ([4]), or 51�10006.895”,
4�22005.89” ([3]), 50�24 , 4�2205.89” (NGI, [2]).
50�23057.2418”, 4�22010.0518” after exhaustive search,
thank you to Bill Frost and Pierre Voet.

Make it useful
Create an API; ideal integration point between systems.
Small app for human beings.
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Converter (Human Readable)

http://rdf.muninn-project.org/
TrenchCoordinates.html
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http://rdf.muninn-project.org/TrenchCoordinates.html
http://rdf.muninn-project.org/TrenchCoordinates.html


Very Old Data is still useful.
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Very realistic simulation
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Print your own battlefield
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A point in space (and time)
20 yards

50.3709, 2.7726

5 yards
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A point in space (and time)

50.3709, 2.7726

2.7725 2.7727

50.3710

50.3708
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A point in space (and time)
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German Systems (#2 out of 20!)

a

a[1]

Warren Historical Gazetteers of the Great War 18/30



Vimy Ridge
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Figure: IWM, M_001582
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Figure: Probabilistic Hough Transform

Warren Historical Gazetteers of the Great War 21/30



German Systems (#2 out of 20!)

a

a[1]
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Military Intelligence, a 100 years ago
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Regina
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Regina
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Trenches

Slot

Slot

Slot

Slot

Slot
Slot

Slot

Slot

Slot

Slot

Slot

5.23

45.34
ssn:Accuracy

20

trenchMeasures

ssn:hasMeasurementProperty
geo:lat
geo:long

rdf:type
rdf:value

(Prinz Arnolf Graben Trench)

(Unnamed Communication Trench)
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Trenches

TrenchLabel TrenchLabel

"Military Trench"@en

Trench

rdf:typegeom:geometry

"Regina Trench"@en "Staufen Riegel"@de

skos-xl:Label

rdf:typerdf:type

skosxl:literalFormskosxl:literalForm

Organization
Organization

prov:Attribution prov:Attribution

"General 
Staff, 

Geographical 
Section"@en

rdfs:label "Preußische Landesaufnahme 
(Deutsch Reich Generalstab)"@de

rdfs:label
skosxl:prefLabelskosxl:prefLabel
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Kenora
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Great War Trenches Overlays

Moeuvres, France

http://www.openhistoricalmap.org/?lat=50.16668&lon=3.053815&zoom=16&layers=H
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http://www.openhistoricalmap.org/?lat=50.16668&lon=3.053815&zoom=16&layers=H


Great War Artillery Locations

Inchy-En-Artois, France

http://www.openhistoricalmap.org/?lat=50.17405&lon=3.05191&zoom=16&layers=H
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http://www.openhistoricalmap.org/?lat=50.17405&lon=3.05191&zoom=16&layers=H
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